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Further to my letter of the 22nd October, I 
now enclose copies of correspondence we have received 
from the British Council, who have discussed the 
forthcoming visit of the Sultan with Pretty, and have 
made suggestions for a limited programme they would 
be prepered to arrange. 


You will no doubt wisn to discuss these 
proposels with the Sultan, and I hope that you will 
then be able to let us heave full details of the visit 
so that we can go shead with any necessary arrangements 
at this end in good time. 


Yours sincerely, 
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ALL COMMUNICATIONS 
TO BE ADDRESSED TO THE 
CROWN AGENTS FOR THE COLONIES. 
THE FOLLOWING REFERENCE AND THE 


DATE OF THIS LETTER BEING QUOTED, 


EM. 860/3h. 


( INLAND: ‘CROWN, SOWEST, LONDON.” 


4, MILLBANK, 


LONDON, S.W.I. 


TELEGRAMS : 
OVERSEAS : ‘‘ CROWN, LONDON.” 


TELEPHONE: ABBEY 7730. 9th Oc tober, 4 951 A 


Dear Mr. Saul, 


I have to refer to your letter No.59726/51 of the 21st 
of September, in which you requested our assistance in the 
purchase of a car for the use of the Sultan of Brunei during 
his visit. 


I am enclosing herewith a copy of Austin's letter 
reference RWA/ET dated the 2nd October, and also Roote's 
letter of the 3rd of October, in original, in connection with 
the possibility of obtaining a car for the use of His Excellency 
the Sultan during his visit. 


AS you are aware we are only able to order vehicles for 
export, but, in the case in question, it may be possible to 
obtain permission from the Ministry to allocate an export 
quota car for the use of His Excellency, and, as stated by 
the Austin Motor Export Corporation Limited, they would be 
prepared to take the car back and arrange disposal of it 
for him. 


Perhaps you will be good enough to consider these two 
letters and let me have your further instructions in this 
mattere 


Yours eincerely, 
4p, 
p 
eT 


df, c 
Bee es 


The Colonial Office, 
Church House, 
Gt. Smith Street, 
London, SeWele 


DEVONSHIRE HOUSE, 


PICCADILLY, 


LONDON, W. |. 


3rd October, 1951. 
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L. Marson, Esq 
Crown Agents 
4 Millbank 
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EMO/860/ 34 


RWA/ET 2nde 
October, 
1951 


The Crown Agents for the Colonies, 
hy Millbank, 
LONDON. S,W. 1 


Dear Sirs, 


We write to acknowledge your letter of 
the 25th ultimo dealing with the visit of the 
Suktan of Brunei to this cpuntry. 


This matter has been placed before our 
Executives and has been given serious consideration. 
We are sorry, ho ever, that we cannot help by loaning 
a Car to this gentiman whilst in this country as we 
keep no Cars for such purposes and to do so would 
mean that after His Highness had finished with the 
Car we would have a second-hand model on our hands. 


Our alternative seems to be that permission be 
obtained from the Ministry for ourselves to supply 
a Car against our Export quota when export delivery 
could be given; this would mean practically 
immediate delivery or at the very longest, within 
3/4 weeks after receipt of firm order. After the 
Sultan had finished with the Car as he is not desirous 
of returning it to his country we could, no doubt 
dispose of it for hime 


We would have liked to have complied with your 
suggestion but feel sure that you will appreciate 
that in such matters we are largely guided by existing 
regulations and company policy. 


Yours faithfully, 
AUSTIN MOTOR EXPORT CORPORATION LTD 


RoW, AMMONDS 


COMMISSIONER GENERAL IN SOUTH EAST ASTA, 
THGAPOR. 


TSTRIBULTION 
iS) OFFICE, 


CONFIDNITIAL AND MUST NOT BLU GIVEN WIDER DI 
as D BELOW WITHOUT PRIOR REFERENCE TO THI 


FROM SINGAPORE TO GOVERIIOR SARA, 
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The Church House, 
Great Smith Street, S.W.l. 


@ = 59726/51 va por September, 1951 


I would be most obliged for your advice 
on the enclosed copy of e letter i have received 
from J.C.H.Barcroft, the British Resident in Brunei. 
In particular, I should like to know waether the 
Crown Agents would be able to underteke the purchase 
end subsequent resale of a car, either new or 
secondhend, for the use of the Sultan during his 
visit, enc whether you consider there it eny 
prospect of obtaining priority of delivery of a new 
ear of the type required without ordering for 
export. 


Perhaps you will be good enough to let 
me heve a note on the gencral position, and of any 
further information you would require to enable you 
to go ahead with purchase arrengements. 


Yours sincerely, 
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OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR, 
KUCHING, 
SARAWAK. 


19th June 1951. 


With the compliments of His Excellency 
the Governor and Commander-in-Chief 


Sarawak. 


1. Speeches made at_the Coronation of His Highness 
the Sultan of Brunei, 31st May 1951. 


é. Rumi translation of the above speeches. 


5. Jawi translation of the above speeches. 


TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS: 


“RESIDENT BRUNEI” 


Eurvove 
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ot 
est 


the Sultan would have no use 
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quoted ha’ all been prohibi 


Another alternative 
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a modern low mileage second hand car but the purchase 


and resale present difficulties not easily overcome 


trom 


ro) 


most grateful for any 
ssistance that you are ab Go give in this matter. 


Yours sincerely, 


SIR G. NH ITE ELEY (H. 


a 


BRUNEI 1 

SINGAPORE SEPT 4 REUTER - THE SULTAN OF BRUNE! SAID 
HERE TODAY THE STATE OF LIMBANG IN SARAWAK, AND LABUAN ISLAND 
OFF NORTH BORNEO, SHOULD BE RETURNED TO HIS SULTANATE. 

HE MADE THE STATEMENT TO THE BRITISH-OWNED STRAITS TIMES 
BEFORE LEAVING BY AJR ON A PILGRIMAGE TO MECCA. 

OFFICIAL CIRCLES HERE TONIGHT SAID THEY WERE NOT AWARE 
THE SULTAN HAD MADE REPRESENTATIONS ALONG THESE LINES TO THE 
BRITISH GOVERNMENT. 

BRUNEI IS A BRITISH PROTECTED INDEPENDENT SOVEREIGN 
STATE. WHILE LABUAN IS PART OF THE NORTH BORNEO COLONY. 
LIMBANG IS ADMINISTERED BY THE COLONY OF SARAWAK 


MORE. - 2033 


BRUNE! 2 SINGAPORE 

THE SULTAN, WHO WAS CROWNED RECENTLY AS THE 
28TH RULER OF BRUNEI, SAID LABUAN WAS CEDED TO THE BRITISH 
GOVERNMENT IN 1846 TO SUPPRESS PIRACY. BRUNEI AT THAT 
TIME WAS CINANCIALLY POOR, ADMINISTRATIVELY INEFFICIENT AND 
MILITARILY WEAK, HE ADDED. 

UNDER BRITISH PROTECTION LABUAN HAD BECOME FINANCIALLY SOUND 
AND PEACEFUL, THEREFORE HE COULD SEE NO REASON WHY LABUAN 
SHOULD NOT BE RETURNED TO THE SULTANATE OF BRUNEI. 

THE SULTAN SAID BRUNE! ALSO HAD A CLAIM FOR LIMBANG WHICH 
WAS PART OF BRUNE! BEFORE IT WAS OCCUPIED BY THE FORMER RAJAH 
OF SARAWAK WITHOUT THE SULTAN'S CONSENT. 

LIMBANG IS A STRIP OF GOOD RICE GROWING LAND WHICH GIVES 
SARAWAK ACCESS TO SEA THROUGH BRUNE]. 

REUTER. 222035 


\ Ph 


The Church House, 
Great Smith Street, 
London, Seliete 


3ist August, 1951 ° 


Dear Pretty, 


Thanks for your letter of the 29th August announcing 
your return to the UeKe May I bid you welcome and off@ 
my good wishes for a happy retirement? 


Your letter arrived opportunely as the British Council 
people have been wishing to get in touch with youe I gather 
that Goatley, their Sarawak. representative who is now on leave, 
has told them that the Sultan of Brunei proposes to visit the 
UeKe next year; that a suggestion has been made that the 
British Council should be asked to arrange a round Britain 
tour for his edification and entertainment, as part of his 
programme, ami that you are the authority who will tell them 
what the Sultan would like to do ami see. 

2 


Wwe Rave heard Hothingsgfficielly so fer, but I expect 
something will be coming along shortly. In the meantime I 
understand that Mre CeJe Ritchie (British Council, 65 Davies 
Street, Wei.) who is in charge of their Visitors’ Department 
and to whom I have ventured to give your address will be 
writing to ask if you will call on him if you are in London, 
say, early in October. 


I shell of course be delighted to see you when you are 
in London, and to have a yarn sbout Brunei and its affairs. 
At the moment there is nothing of special importance that I 
need worry you about. 


Friend MacBryan is back in London and after a shortish 
/ spell 


EeLel Pretty, Esgey Celle Ge 


spell in retreat is now established in a flat in Curzon Street. 
Beyond calling at the office on one occasion when nobody was 
available to see him (2) and writing a letter to the Times 
about oil royalties in Brunei and Sarawak, he has, touch wood, 
so fer been quiescent. 


With kind regardse 


Yours sincerely, 


(G. WHITELEY) 


CHERRY: TREES; 
1,CHERRY WALK, 
HIGH SALVINGTON, 
SUSSEX. 


SWANDEAN 677. 


SPEECHES MADE AT THE 
CORONATION OF Gils TICHNESS 


THE SULTAN OF BRUNE] 
plot MAN, 195i: 


Speech by His Excellency the Right Honourable Mr. Malcolm 
MacDonald, P.C., Commissioner-General for United Kingdom Affairs 
in South-East Asia. 


We are the privil * of a Coronation ceremony as 
colourful in pageantry, beautiful in artistry and hallowed in history as any that 
is now celebrated in any land under the sun. Its details have become formalised 
and crystallised and encrusted by centuries-old tradition, yet it was performed 
to-day as spontaneously and freshly as on any similar occasion in the last 
thousand years 


Brunei is an ancient and honourable State. The line of its Sultans stretches 
back unbroken for countless generations, to a time when the mists of unrecorded 
history shroud and conceal the hills round Brunei Bay. During all those 
centuries its Sultans have been crowned, to a wailing of flutes and the beat of 
royal drums, in their capital beside the serene waters of Darul’Salam 


To-day we have seen the 28th known Sultan of Brunei crowned, and heard 
him most regally proclaimed. Tam no historian, but I say with confidence that 


in all the long procession of his predecessors no ruler ascended the throne more 


richly clothed already not only in the allegiance but also in the affections of his 
subjects. 


We here all know His Highness. We have seen him in a happy family 
circle with his gracious Consort and their charming children. We have watched 
him too dealing with matters of State. If T may say so, we know his modesty 


and dignity, his sympathy and understanding, his sincerity and wisdom, his 
respect for his fellowmen and his reverence for God 


Brunei is fortunate in having a number of experienced and sagacious men 
amongst its high Officers and Councillors of State, Pre-eminent amongst them 
in the latter years of the late Sultan's reign was the then Duli Pengiran Benda 
hara, who now sits on the throne 


Tf the occupant of this throne were selected, not by the ancient laws of 
heredity but by the popular choice of all his people, the same young statesman 
would occupy it as we see gracing it this morning. That is one reason why 
to-day’s ceremony was no mere empty echo of something which has been repeated 
over and over again in the past, but a fresh, spontaneous, enthusiastic and 
joyous acclamation, a heartfelt dedication of a new Sovereign to his people and 
of a people to their Sovereign 


This happy event delights not only Brunei's own citizens, but also all 
Brunei's friends round the world. Nowhere it is hailed more gladly than in 
Great Britain, the Protecting Power, whose relations with Brunei have been 
close and cordial for more than a hundred years—but never closer or more cordial 
than they are to-day. In the name of His Majesty King George and of the 
Government and people of Britain, I greet His Highness, and salute his virtues, 
and congratulate him on his Coronation, and wish him well. And [ utter 
fervently for him the words of the pr which we in Britain speak for our 
own beloved Sovereign, May God **Send him victorious, 

Happy and glorious, 


Long to reign.”” 


Long live the Sultan ! 


Coronation Speech of His Highness the Sultan. 


YOUR EXCELLENCIES, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 
Your presence here to-day fills me with great pleasure and gratification 
and I am deeply touched by the kind speeches to which we have just 
listened from the three representatives of His Majesty the King. Their 
attendance at this ceremony is not only a great honour to me personally but also 
a further indication of the close ties of friendship which have for so long existed 
between Brunei and her neighbours in Malaya, Sarawak and North Borneo 


On behalf of my wife and myself I wish to express my public thanks for the 
many messages of congratulation which we have received and for the numerous 
and handsome gifts which have been sent to me and which T hope you will be 


able to see for yourselves at the Istana to-night. 


To-day when I assume the full sovereignty of this State IT am deeply conscious 
of the heavy responsibilities which I have to shoulder, especially in these troublous 
times, but I trust that with God’s guidance ¢ under the benign protection of 
His Majesty's Government, Brunei will continue to advance and achieve still 


ater prosperity 


While it is true that much has been done, despite considerable difficulties, 
during the past six years since the Japanese occupation, it is also true that much 
still remains to be done, especially in the fields of health, agriculture and above 
all education. Without assistance from outside it will be quite impossible for 
Brunei to progress in these fields and I therefore most earnestly request that when 
it is asked for such assistance will be readily forthcoming 


This is for me a very happy day and I rejoice to see so many of my good 
friends both from within and without the State present here to join in the 


celebrations. 


I trust that you will all enjoy yourselves and that it will not be long before 
we all meet again in equally happy circumstances 


In conclusion I wish to express my deep gratitude for the honour which His 
Majesty the King has conferred upon me by appointing me to an Honorary Com- 
panion of the Most Distinguished Order of St. Michael and St. George. I would 
once more affirm my unswerving loyalty to His Majesty and to the British Throne 
and voice a hope that Brunei will always remain a staunch member of the great 
Commonwealth of Nations over which His Majesty reigns 


UCHAPANZ DI-BUAT MASA 
PERTABALAN SER] PADUKA DULI YANG 


MAHA MULIA SULTAN BRUNEI 
PADA 31 MAY, 1951. 


Uchapan oleh Tuan Yang Terutama, Rt. Hon. Malcolm Mac- 
Donald, Pesuroh-jaya Agong bagi Hal-ehwal United Kingdom di- 
Tanggara Asia. 


Pada pagi ini ada-lah kita penvaksi2 yang beruntong dalam isti’adat Per 
tabalan yang elok gubahan-nya dan murni sejarah-nya sa-tara dengan yang 
di-ra’eekan masa ini di-dalam mana2 negeri di-bawah matahari, Suasana2-nya 
pertabalan ini telah di-resmi, dan di-tokoh serta di-balut oleh adat yang telah 
ber-abad2 itu, tetapi pada hari ini, ada-lah-nya itu telah di-lansong dengan 
bersendirian dan giat baharu saperti mana2 termasha demikian jua dalam masa 
sa-ribu tahun yang telah lalu tadi 

Ada pun Brunei itu ia-lah sa-buah negeri yang tua dan mulia. Maka 
susunan Sultat a ada-lah tidak ber-putus2 dalam keturunan yang tidak 
tepermena’i itu dari zaman purbakala kutika kabus sejarah yang belom terchipta 
yang telah menyelubong dan melindongkan bukit2 di-sakeliling Telok Brunei 
Di-sa-panjang masa yang ber-abad2 tadi Sultan2-nya telah di-tabalkan di-ibu 
negeri-nya yang di-tepi sungai Darus-salam yang tenang dengan bunyi-bunyian 
gendang nobat di-raja. 

Pada hari ini kita telah saksikan Sultan Brunei yang kedua puloh delapan 
yang di-ketahu’i tertabal serta mendengarkan-nya di-istihar dengan kemulia-an- 
nya. Saya bukan-nya sa-orang ahli tawarikh tetapi saya berkata dengan yakin 
bahawa di-sapanjang barisan raja2 yang dahulu dari-nya tadi tidak ada sa-orang 
pun yang naik takhta Brunei sedia di-selimut bukan sahaja oleh ta‘at setia tetapi 
kaseh sayang yang ber-lebehan dari ra‘ayat-nya 

Sakalian kita di-sini telah mengatahu’i Duli Yang Maha Mulia. Lita telah 
melihat-nya dalam satu kelamin yang ria dengan Permaisuri-nya yang lemah 
lembut dan putera2-nya yang chomel itu Kita telah memerhatikan-nya jua 
dalam mengatur hal ehwal negeri. Jikalau saya boleh sebutkan demikian, maka 
kita tahu akan sopan santun-nya, belas kasehan dan timbang rasa-nya, tulus 
ikhlas dan bijak-nya, dan kebaikan-nya terhadap kawan2-nya serta ibadat-nya 
kapada Tohan 

Negeri Brunei itu adalah ber-tuah kerna mempunya‘i beberapa orang? yang 

gi dan ahli2 meshuarat 
Negeri-nya. Yang ternama sakali di-antara mereka dalam tahun2 yang akhir 
pada perentahan Sultan yang mangkat tadi ia-lah Duli Pengiran Bendahara 
dahulu yang ber-semayam di-atas takhta sekarang ini. 


ber-pengalaman dan bijaksana di-antara pegawai2 ting, 


Sakira-nya pun yang mendudok takhta itu di-pileh menurut pilehan sakalian 
ra’ayat-nya dan bukan dengan adat ganti turun temurun, maka menteri yar 
muda ini jua akan mendudoki takhta itu saperti yang kita lihat mer asi akan- 
nya pada pagi ini. Itu-lah suatu sebab maka isti’adat hari ini bukan-lah ha- 
nya gemaung kosong dari perkara yang telah di-ulang2 pada masa yang telah 
lalu tetapi suatu pengangkatan daulat yang giat samula, ber-sendirian, gembira 
dan ria ia-itu suatu ikrar yang tulus dari sa-orang Raja yang baharu kapada 
ra’ayat-nya dan dari ra’ayat kapada raja. 

Termasha yang ria ini bukan sahaja menyuka pendudok2 Brunei sendiri, 
tetapi jua sahabat2 Brunei di-saluroh dunia. Tidak ada tempat2 lain yang 
melaungkan-nya lebeh dari Great Britain ia-itu Kuasa Penaong-nya yang 
mempunya'i perikatan rapat dan ramah dengan Brunei lebeh sa-ratus tahun itu 
tetapi tidak-lah melebeh dari yang ada pada hari ini. Atas nama Seri Baginda 
King George dan Keraja-an serta ra’ayat di-Britain, saya bersembahkan kapada 
Duli Yang Maha Mulia dan jua hurmatkan kebaikan-nya, dan menguchapkan 
tahni’ah kapada-nya masa Pertabalan ini dan berdo’a mudahan-lah ia-nya 
selamat. Dan saya keluarkan den gembira bagi-nya kalimah do’a yang kita 
dalam Britain untokkan bagi Baginda Kin ita sendiri yang di-kasehi itu 
Mudahan-lah Tohan **Menangkan-nya, 


Kekalkan-nya di-atas takhta 
Dengan sentosa dan kemulian.”’ 


Mudahantah ber-lanjutan usia Sultan! 


Uchapan Kapuspa’an Duli Yang Maha Mulia 
Tuanku Sultan, 31.5.1951. 


TUAN-TUAN YANG TERUTAMA, DAN PARA HADZIREN; 


Maka pada hari ini kita berasa sangat kasuka’an dan kashukoran oleh k 
kahadziran tuan-tuan sekalian dan amatlah manarek hati kita mendengarkan 
uchapan-uchapan yang berherga vang bahru2 saja ini dilafadzkan oleh ketiga 
wakil-wakil dari pada Sri Paduka Duli Yang Mahamulia lagi Mahabesar 

nda King. Kahadziran belian-beliau itu di-Isti’adat ini bukan-nya sahaja 
dijulangkan tinggi kamulia’an kapada diri kita sindiri, bahkan adalah jua suatu 
tanda perhubongan rantai persandara’an yang kharib dari semanjak beberapa 
tahun yang silam diantara Brunei dan jiran-jiran-nya di-Malaya, Sarawak serta 
Borneo Utara 


Bagi pehak Isteri kita dan jua diri kita sendiri, sukachita-lah kita mengu- 


chapkan dengan satinggi-tinggi terima kaseh saumom-nya terhadap kapada 


beberapa uchapan-uchapan tahniah yang kami telah terima dan juga diatas 
hadiah-hadiah persembahan yang banyak bilangan-nya serta dengan permai dan 
berherga pula. Kita berharap bahwa tuan-tuan sendiri akan dapat melihat 


hadiah2 itu di-Istana Darul Hana pada malam ini, 


Pada hari ini apakala kita menarimaii kuasa yang penoh bersemayam diatas 
tahkta Keraja’an Negeri Brunei, adalah kita sedar dengan sapenoh-nya sega 
tanggongan-tanggoagan yang bh yang kita akan beban, istimewa pula dalam 
masa yang kasusahan ini, 1 tetapi kita berdo’a bahwa dengan pertunjok 
TOHAN YANG MAHAKUASA serta pula dibawah perlindongan Keraja’an 

inda King, Negeri Brunei ini akan terus maju dan memperolehi bertambah- 
tambah kejaya’an dan kama’muran 


Sunggoh pun banyak sudah perkara-perkara yang telah diperbuat di- 


ada banyak lagi perkara- 

yang akan di-perbuat didalam hal ehwal Kasihatan, Tanam-tanaman 

dan di-antara semua-nya ialah Pelajaran. Jika tidak dengan pertulongan dari 

luar, haruslah negri ini tidak dapat memperolehi kamajuan dalam perkara- 

perkara ini Dengan sebab itu saya minta dengan sasunggoh-nya bahwa apabila 

dimaksudkan akan bantuan itu kelak, maka pertulongan sa’umpama itu akan 
mudah didapat ketika yang dikehandaki. 


Hari ini ia-lah hari yang gilang gemilang dan berbahgia bagi kita, dan 
kita berasa sangat suka ria melihat banyak daripada sahabat2 kita yang ekrab, 
sama ada dari dalam negri mahu pun dari luar negri, menghadziri bersama2 
meraeikan termasha yang berperistiwa ini 


Kita harap bahwa tuan-tuan sekalian barasa suka ria dan akan mendapati 
lagi termasha sachara ini dalam masa yang tidak berapa lama lagi. 


Bagi penutup uchapan kita ini, sukachitalah kita dengan sabesar2 kenangan 
menguchapkan ribuan terima kasch diatas lempah kornia Sri Paduka D.Y.M.M. 
lagi Mahabesar Baginda King George Yang Ka-Anam menugerahi kepada kita 
bintang mertabat C.M.G., serta kita ulangi sekali lagi mengaku bersetia yang 
kukoh dan kekal kepada Sri Paduka D.Y.M.M. lagi Mahabesar Baginda King 
serta juga kepada Mahkota Di-Raja British dan berdo’a mudah2an negri Brunei 
ini akan kekal selama2-nya menjadi ahli yang tegoh didalam lengkongan Negara- 
negara Jajahan Ta’‘alok yang di-perentahkan oleh Baginda King Yang Maha- 


besar. 
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NEW RULER OF 
BRUNEI 


ORIENTAL: SPLENDOUR 
OF CORONATION 


From Our Own Correspondent 


* SINGAPORE, May 31 

His Highness Omar Ali Saif-uddin was 
to-day crowned as the twenty-eighth ruler 
of Brunei. For the past two days his sub- 
*| jects had travelled by canoe or launch or 
‘| along jungle tracks to pay homage to their 
‘| sovereign in the capital of this little State 
‘lon the north-west coast of Borneo, This 
morning, dressed in bright silks and 
cottons and richly woven sarongs, for 
:| which Brunei is famous throughout south- 
east Asia, they lined the route to the 
Lapau, the audience hall in which the 
‘| coronation took place. The scene was one 
of oriental splendour, which Mr, Malcolm 
Mee Dona’ Commissioner- Sinclar for 


CROWN AND SWORD 


The Sultan, a handsome man of 36, was 
carried ina yellow royal litter on the shoulders} 
of 24 retainers. In front was the Chief| 
Minister holding a naked sword, and by the} 
Sultan’s side the Second Minister, carrying the} 
crown. A State umbrella of yellow silk with| 
| gold thread shielded his Highness from the| 
sun. Leading the procession were two scarlet- 
clad retainers, one carrying an ancient brass 
blunderbuss and the other a long sword andj 
large wooden shield with scarlet markings. 
Ihey were followed by 40 royal spearmen,| 
also dressed in scarlet, and 40 swordsmen in| 
blue sarongs and bearing burnished ees 
shields 

At the Lapau the Sultan was greeted with al 
royal salute before mounting the throne. 
There stood high officers of State, and the 
Commissioner-General, the High Commis- 
|sioner for Brunei, the Governor of North 
Borneo, and the Bishop of Borneo and 
Brunei. The ancient ceremonial began after 
the High Commissioner for Brunei, Mr. 
| Anthony Foster Abell, had invested the Sultan 
with the honorary companionship of the Order 
of St. Michael and St. George. Then Duli 
Penancha, the Second Minister, who was clad 
in black brocaded silk, handed the crown 
{to Duli Pengiran Bendahara, the Chief 
Minister, who placed it upon the Sultan’ 's head 
as court officials cried ‘“ Sambah” (Do 
homage). The assembled nobles echoed the 
shout, drawing their swords, as the drums and 
silver trumpet “of the royal band played. 


READ SEVEN TIMES 


The Sultan, who was dressed in cream and 
gold brocade and carried a kris known as the 
Senaga, sat motionless while the coronation 
| proclamation was read seven times in accord- 
/ance with Brunei custom. An aged chieftain 
| stood before him with his sword pointed at 
his breast and the'hilt towards the ruler, and 
behind the throne was the State regalia, includ- 
ing the hand and arm made of gold (Tongkat 
Ajar) and the golden image of a cat (Kuching 
Mas), which was once used as a royal foot- 
stool. The Commissioner-Geneal read a 
message of greeting and congratulation from 
the King, The Sultan was then carried to the 
palace, where he sat in state, and his consort, 
Raja Isteri, was crowned by the wife of the 
Chief Minister. 

This evening a state banquet was held in 
the palace, and on the padang thousands are 

making merry. Bonfires are flaring on the 
hills, and on the river brightly lit boats are, 
pene paddled in procession. 


‘\ 


(Ruler Crowned.—Sultan Omat Ali 


Saifudin, 36, was crowned 28th ruler 
of Brunei State, the smallest im 
E British North Bornso. A 
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Omer Ali, 
the British 
king of oil 


SINGAPORE, Thursday. 
NEW British oil king 
was crowned today 

while his court musicians 
beat drums wildly and 
wailed through pipes. 

Omar Ali Saifudin (36) be- 
came the new Sultan of 
Brunei State, the largest pro- 
ducing oilfield in the Com- ; 
monwealth and the home of 
head-hunting Dyaks. 

His £3,500 gold crown was 
new—in keeping with Brunei 
tradition which derives from 
the time when one claimant to 
the throne fired his crown from 
a cannon so no one else could 
wear it. 


Umbrella men 


Ahead stood 40 flag bearers 
in scarlet, 48 sword and spear- 
men. 40 umbrella bearers and 
the bearer of the Great Shield. 

Then all moved off to a State 
banquet. 

Brunei (pop. 41.000) is an 
independent, British-protected 
State on the north-west coast 
of the island of Borneo, sand- 
wiched between Sarawak and 
North Borneo.—Reuter. 
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28th Sultan of Brae: Conca 
Amid 16th Century Pageantry 


By the Associated Press 
SINGAPORE, May 31.-- Omar 
“Ali .was- crowned 28th Sultan of 
Brunei today amid vivid color and| 
pageantry. 


Large. crowds poured into the| 
capitalof the tiny state of Brunei, 


on the island of Borneo, 
ceremony. 


They came by road. jungle track, 
launch and canoe. 
included Malays, Dyaks, Muruts, 
Kedayans, Chinese and Europeans. 

The 36-year-old Sultan, who suc- 
ceeds his elder brother who died 
during the year, was carried on 
a gilt litter by 24 picked Malay 
men 

It. was a glittering show that 
recalled days of the 16th century 
when Brunei was Borneo’s mighti- 
est state and ruled all the main- 
lanc. as well as neighboring islands 


for the 


| Capt. Nakoda 


Ragam sailed to 
Java and Malacca and even laid 
siege to Manila. 

Ahead of the Sultan’s litter mar- 
ched 40 flagmen, all in scariet. 
| then 48 sword and spearmen, and 
40 umbrella bearers, 

The great Shield of Rule was 
cartied immediately in front of the 
htter, which itself bore four other 
people with the Sultan. including 


The spectators| ie bearers of the Yellow Umbrella 


and the royal betel nut. 

All Brunei—a town built over 
water—was ablaze with color for 
the celebration. Flags and banners 
covered the waterfront and the 
main street, which was lined with 
huge triumphal arches. 

The British Governors of North 
Borneo and Sarawak, Sir Ralph 
Hone and A. F. Abell, and Commis- 
sioner General Malcolm MacDonald, 
each with a guard of honor, attend- 


In those day, war fleets of Brunei's! 4g the ceremony, which took place 
B 2 


in a new building. 

The coronation comes at!atitime 
when Brunei is enjoying prosperity 
that springs mainly from the Brit- 
ish Commonwealth’s greatest oil 
center which yields most of the 
state’s revenue. 

Lines of Boy Scouts flanked the 
procession route. The Golden Hand 
and Dragon Kris were cartied* in 
the procession and the Golden Cat 
and Sword was displayed behind 
the throne. 

Swordsmen and a ten-foot trident 
guarded the entrance to the coro- 
nation hall, Music of court -«musi- 
cians, played on drums and ypipes, 
heralded the actual coronation. 

The Prime Minister took the gold 
crown and repeated the proclama- 
tion seven times. A 21-gun_ salute 
/boomed from brass cannon asthe 


crown was placed on the Sultan's 


head. valley 

The crown is a new one by,tradi- 
tion because an ancient dispute was 
once settled when a claimant dired 
the former crown out of a cannon, 
saying no one else but he-@ould 
wear it. 

The new crown is valued at $3,500. 
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CORONATION 
SINGAPORE MAY 31 REUTER - SULTAN OMAR ALI SAIFUDIN, 36, 


BROTHER OF THE LATE RULER, WAS TODAY CROWNED 28TH RULER OF 


BRUNE! STATE'S 41,000 INHABITANTS. 
BRUNE! STATE, THE SMALLEST IN BRITISH NORTH BORNEO, 


HAS THE LARGEST PRODUCING OILFIELDS IN THE BRITISH COMMONWEALTH. 
REUTER... 1056 
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Celebration of the Coronation of 
His Wighness Omar Ali Saifuddin 
Washa Dul Khatri Waddin toni Almerhum 
Dang dt Pertuan Sultan Mohamed Jemal-ul-Alam 
Sultan of Brunei. 


29th May, 1951 
to 
Ist June, 1951. 


TUESDAY, 29th MAY, 1951. 


10.30 a.m. His Highness the Sultan will present Corona ® 
ion Medals in the Lapau. 


WEDNESDAY, 30th MAY, 1951. 


ats 
State Agricultural Show. 
Hlumination and fleod-lighting of Istana 
Dar-ul-Hana, Government Buildings, Padang, 
Town and River Kampong. 
Public Entertainments on Vadang :— 
(1) Ronggeng 
(2) Main Silat 
(3) Chinese Wayang 
(4) Bangsawan 


Buffet Supper Party at the Residency. 


THURSDAY, 31st MAY, 1951. 


Invited euests to be in their seats in the 
Lapau. 

His Excellency the Governor of North Borneo 
arrives at the Lapau and is received by a 
Guard of Honour. 

His Iexcellency the High Cammissioner arrives 
at the Lapau and is received by a Guard of 
Honour. 

His Excellency the Commissioner-General 
arrives at the isapau and is received by a 
Guard of Honour. 

His Hiehness the Sultan leaves the Istana 
Dar-ul-Hana by car and is met at the New 
Hospital by the Royal Litter in which he will 
be carried to the Lapau. 

On arrival at the Lapau His Highness will 
inspect a Guard of Honour and afterwards 
proceed to the Throne. 

His Highness the Sultan will be pro- 
claimed Yang di Pertuan and will be 
crowned by Yang Teramat Mulia Duli 
Pengiran Bendahara. 


A royal salute of 21 guns will be fired. 
Speeches of congratulation will be 
made by Their Excellencies the Commis- 
sioner-General, the High Commissioner 
and the Governor of North Borneo. 

The proceedings will terminate with the read- 
ing of a Prayer by the Pehin Dato Imam. 
His Hiehness the Sultan will leave the Lapau 
by car and proceed to the Istana. 

Invited guests will follow to witness the 
Bersanding Ceremony of His Highness the 
Sultan and Her Highness the Raja Isteri at 
the Istana. 

Their Highnesses the Sultan and the Raja 
steri will leave the Istana by car for a 
Yrocession round the Town and will sub- 
sequently return to the Istana. 

nvited guests will not take part in this 
-rocession. 

2.00 p.m. Regatta on Brunei River. 

7.00 p.m. Iluminations. Bonfires on surrounding hills. 
-ublic entertainments as on previous nights. 
7.30 p.m. STATE BANQUET AT THE ISTANA 
DAR-UL-HANA. 


10.00 p.m. -rocession of illuminated boats on the river. 


Fireworks. 
(FREE MEALS FOR THE NEEDY WILL BE PROVIDED 
FROM 12—1 P.M. AND FROM 5—6 P.M. ON THE NEW 
RECLAMATION). 


FRIDAY, ist JUNE, 1951. 


12,15 p.m. Thanksgiving Service at Mosque for Muslim 
Community only. 


2,30—6 p.m. 
Land sports on Town Padang and Vinal of 
School Physical ‘Training Competition. 

00 p.m, Tluminations and public entertainments as on 
previous nights. 


7.30 p.m. Dinner at Istana Dar-ul-Hana. 


Sarawak Governrnent Printing Office. 


SAVING. 
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rom the G6vernerrof Sarawak . 
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To the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 


Date 


Sultan of Brunei, Penigiran Omar Ali Saifudin: Coronation 
Speeches. 1951. MS Records of the British Colonial Office CO 
943/2/13. The National Archives (Kew, United Kingdom). State 
Papers Online Colonial, link.gale.com/apps/doc/ 
HCGESU530787330/SPOC?u=omni&sid=bookmark-SPOC&pg=1. 
Accessed 21 Dec. 2024. 


